
Modale Hilfsverben nach Sprechabsichten 
 
Sprechabsichten Modales Hilfsverb Beispielsätze 
Fähigkeit/ 
Unfähigkeit 
Bitte um Erlaubnis 
Vorschlag/Angebot 

can Can you drive that truck? 
 
Can I use your car tomorrow? 
I can get you the tickets for tonight’s 
show. 

zukünftige Möglichkeit 
 
Höfliche Frage oder Bitte 
 
Vorschlag 

could There could be another accident on 
that road. 
Could I use your mobile phone, 
please? 
We could go for another walk next 
week. 

Notwendigkeit, Annahme (als 
Ersatzverb = to have to wird es 
in Frage und Verneinung mit to 
do umschrieben) 

must You must change trains at Victoria. 
They must be crossing the Channel 
now. 

Aussagen über 
Fähigkeit/Unfähigkeit (meist 
ein Einzelfall oder eine 
bestimmte Situation) 

to be able to We were able to talk to him although 
he was busy. 
He will be able to speak French this 
time after his language course. 

Verbot must not/ 
may not 

(nicht dürfen) 

You must not ride a bike on a 
motorway. 
 

Vermutung, Möglichkeit; Er-
laubnis; may mit größerer 
Wahrscheinlichkeit als might  

may You may not get in. 
He may come tonight. (vielleicht 
kommen) 
May I come in? 

geringe Wahrscheinlichkeit might I might have left the key at school but 
I am not sure at all. 

Vorschläge, Angebote erbitten shall Shall I bring you another piece of 
cake? 
What shall we do next? 

Rat, Pflicht, Vorschlag geben 
oder erbitten; 
Vermutungen; 
Warnung, Tadeln; 
moralische Verpflichtung 

should/ 
ought to 

(sollte eigentlich) 

I think we should leave very soon. 
You ought to visit your grandmother 
in hospital. 
The play shouldn’t last longer than 
two hours. 
You should be working harder for 
your exam. 
He ought to have gone to his teacher 
for help. 
 
should have/ought to have + past 
participle (hätte sollen) 

Ausdruck einer Bitte, eines 
Wunsches 

will/would (wollen) Will you please keep an eye on my 
suitcases? 

Ausdruck einer früheren 
Gewohnheit 

would oder used to My friend would/used to play cricket 
when he was young. 

 


